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AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



" Let us teach no longer the glories but the horrors of 
war. All this can be done without calling the great 
generals and the brave soldiers who died on the battlefield 
barbarians or monsters. He who has a grain of historical 
sense is in no danger of spurning Abraham on account of 
his poligamy, or calling George Washington hard names 
because he owned slaves. 

I trust I shall not be misunderstood. I deeply rever- 
ence those heroes who all in the past sacrificed their 
lives for the common welfare. But I dare to raise this 
serious question before the members of this political club : 
Has not the time fully come when we ought to show our 
heroism by resolutely protesting against this whole busi- 
ness of war? Let us substitute manual training and field 
sports for the military drill in all the higher institutions 
of learning. The fact that in this wondrously developing 
industrial age there are forty-nine institutions in this 
country in which military tactics are taught is an unac- 
countable anachronism. Let us re-write our school his- 
tories. Let us teach the children that the inventors of 
the water-wheel and steam-engine and telephone are 
greater men than the inventors of gunpowder and the 
gatling gun." 



The Social Economist for July publishes an article en- 
titled " The End of War," from the pen of William H. 
Jeffrey. " War is the premeditated murder of many 
under cover of patriotism or more shallow pretexts." 
" The murder of multitudes is no more morally right than 
the murder of a single individual under any pretext." 
" War among nations is conducted on precisely the same 
principles as a street brawl among individuals." " War- 
fare is a form of mob law," " The question at issue is 
decided by force, regardless of facts or justice." "So- 
ciety has long since demanded of its members the peace- 
able settlement of differences " in courts of justice. " In 
war a nation arrogates the functions of judge, jury and — 
if its military force will warrant — executioner. This 
should not longer be tolerated by civilized peoples." 

These statements of Mr. Jeffrey have already become 
commonplaces in the peace propaganda, but they are well 
stated by him, and they will have to be said a thousand 
times yet before their work is done. His criticisms on 
some recent statements of Admiral Luce and Commander 
Jewell of the United States Navy are exceptionally good, 
A direct connection is traced by him between the two 
millions and a half of public paupers in the six great Eu- 
ropean nations and the immense war preparations of those 
countries. 

" International arbitration may not always prove satis- 
factory. A nation may refuse to arbitrate." Mr. Jeffrey 
then sketches, in bare outline, what be would call " a 
world's supreme court, not a court of arbitration," 
through which the abolishment of war might be brought 
about. '• Why should not nations become as civilized 
and law-abiding as are communities of men ? " 



A lady writer of instructive narratives upon receiving 
a copy of the new tract " Ought Christians to Engage in 



War?" wrote: " The peace tract was of especial interest 
because that very day my husband [who receives a pen- 
sion] had been talking on that subject, and said, if 
all the armies in the world were disbanded, and all the 
ships of war turned into ships of commerce, and the funds 
required to support them diverted to the building up of 
Christ's Kingdom on earth, there would be no more cause 
for war, and should any difficulty arise it would be 
inpossible for one nation to get advantage of another." 
Well, if the christians will all '• come out," that same happy 
thing will happen. 

The Frankfort Peace Union held its annual meeting on 
the evening of June 30th, at Frankfort-on-the-Main. 
After a short address by Dr. Franz Wirth, the President, 
Dr. Schlief of Berlin was introduced and gave a valuable 
address on the " Armed Peace and the Rights of Peo- 
ples." The Frankfort Peace Society is one of the oldest, 
if not the oldest, and strongest in Germany. 



The new edition of Sumner's " True Grandeur of 
Nations," by Lee and Shepard, of which we spoke in 
our last issue, is now ready. It is a handsome, cloth- 
bound book of 132 pages, the retail price of which is 75 
cents. We have an arrangement with the publishers by 
which we can furnish it at 50 cents a copy post paid. 
The oration is the most thorough and exhaustive ex- 
amination of the unreasonableness and wickedness of the 
War System which has ever been made. It is a library 
of information on the subject. 



The Constanz Abendzeitung records the formation of a 
branch of the German Peace Union at Constanz on the 
evening of July 8th, with a membership of twenty-three. 



INTERNATIONAL PRIZE-QUESTION. 

No previous time has made so great a demand for peace 
between the nations as the present. During the last dec- 
ades the peace-loving minds of Europe have manifested an 
increasing fear and alarm at all signs pointing to an 
impending war. However remarkable such a change in 
the minds of the people may be, it would nevertheless 
be without great significance, if it had its ground in only 
an accidental and transient mental sensibility. But such 
is not the case. The modern demand for peace is a 
natural consequence of the present material development 
of the nations. This development has changed the 
mutual relations of the peoples to such an extent, that a 
permanent peace more and more becomes an inevitable 
necessity. 

Under such circumstances the general demand for 
peace in Europe would very likely already have brought 
about an expression in the form of international guaran- 
ties for an ordered system of justice between the nations, 
if the modern state had not developed itself in an alto- 
gether opposite direction. 

While the highest desire of the people is to live at 
peace with one another, Europe has been transformed 
into one great military camp. Disregarding other and 
more urgent needs of their peoples, the States have made 
the subject of war their principal task, using the greatest 
part of their income for military preparations. 
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Can anything but complete economical ruin check the 
States in this their now beaten path, where they compel 
one another to continue, it can only be accomplished by 
stirring up a powerful international opinion. But the im- 
mense pressure, which militarism and the development of 
military power at present exercises over the minds of the 
people, prevents such an opinion from arising and es- 
tablishing itself. 

The question then naturally arises, how can a power- 
ful International Opinion, that duly reacts against the 
ruling frenzy of armament most properly be brought 
about ? 

The committee oj the Swedish Peace and Arbitration 
society at Stockholm hereby takes the liberty of offering 
a prize of fr. 1000 for the best reply to that question. 
The plan must be practical and of international applica- 
bility ; it must be written in one of the following six 
languages ; English, German, French, Swedish, Danish 
or Norwegian, and before the 1st of March 1894 sent to 
Mr. Gustaf Bjorklund, address; Stockholm, Sweden. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 



The World's Fair was closed on Sunday, July 23d. 
" Deserted as a graveyard " was said to be its condition. 
The great blunder has been corrected, so far as such a 
blunder can be corrected. The Local Directory, finding 
that Sunday opening was a financial failure, that they 
were in conflict with the National Commission and that 
they were suffering under the condemnation of the 
national conscience, decided on July 14th by a vote of 
24 to 4 to close the gates on the Lord's day. The Di- 
rectory is deserving of some credit for this action, just 
how much our arithmetic is unable to calculate. It is 
much better to do right because it pays, than to do wrong. 

Of one thing we feel sure, viz., that this step will add 
materially to the receipts of the Exposition. Many 
people who had lost heart about it, will now do all in their 
power to make it a success. But indefinitely more than 
this has been gained in the increased respect and honor 
which have thus come to the American Sabbath. It 
has been discovered that on secular as well as religious 
grounds the Sabbath is greatly appreciated by the people. 
Its violation will hereafter be more difficult. The senti- 
ment of sabbath observance will be strengthened among 
nearly all classes. 

Words cannot describe the horrors of such a holocaust 
as the burning of the Cold Storage Warehouse at Jackson 
Park on the 10th of July, during which more than a score 
of brave firemen were swallowed up in the devouring 
flames. Such disasters are not at all unusual, though the 
circumstances of this one rendered it peculiarly heart- 
rending. The firemen had mounted the tower to extin- 
guish what seemed an insignificant blaze, and in an 
instant the bursting out of the flames below rendered 



death nearly certain. A few succeeded in escaping with 
only slight injuries, "but the greater number found a fiery 
grave in the raging flames below. The conduct of the 
men was admirable in its cool-headedness and its unself- 
ishness. 

Such catastrophes are rendered all the more appalling 
by the quickness and the completeness with which they 
are reported. What the actual spectators witness, we all 
see through the long wires that stretch out to all the 
world. The realism of modern journalism has compelled 
us to " weep with those that weep," as well as to " rejoice 
with those that rejoice." It is well, on the whole, that it 
is so. It makes it impossible for men to live to them- 
selves, as once they did, in isolation and selfishness. 
When the world's pain and sorrow and distress is laid 
immediately on our own heart, we realize, as we can not 
otherwise, the littleness of a selfish life and the nobleness 
of a life of self-sacrifice for the good of others. 

The great social event of the year in London took place 
on the 6th of July, when Prince George of Wales, the 
Duke of York, was married to the Princess Victoria Mary 
of Teck. The wedding was attended by a large gather- 
ing of the royal family, by many of the nobility, and by 
continental sovereigns or their representatives. The 
ceremonies were in the Chapel Royal, St. James Palace, 
but outside in the streets of London and throughout the 
country there was great rejoicing over the event. The 
Duke of York is the eldest son of the Prince of Wales, 
and is therefore a prospective king of England. This 
gave to the event its great significance. The Duke is 
said to have been much overcome with the realization of 
his position as he saw the demonstrations on every hand. 
We join heartily in wishing the princely pair a happy life, 
and one that shall contribute to the highest honor and 
the glory of England. 

The United States government receipts for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1893, were $385,000,000; the 
expenditures $383,000,000. This left a surplus of $2,000, 
000 in the treasury. 

Lieutenant Peary's party of Arctic explorers, on board 
the Falcon, left New York on July 2d. On the next even- 
ing the ship was docked in Boston Harbor. During the 
three days spent in Boston, as in New York, many people 
visited the ship. All who saw the vessel and its outfit 
will feel something like a personal interest in the long 
trip of the brave lieutenant and his courageous wife, 
which all will hope may be a safe one and crowned with 
success. 

The financial situation of the country remains practi- 
cally the same. There is great stagnation in many lines 
of business, collections being made with the greatest 
difficulty. Bank failures are still occurring in all parts of 



